DPAWG Meeting

March 13, 2012

1pm EST

Attended: Ian (Victoria), Ken (Winnipeg), Louisa (Hamilton), Isabelle (Montreal), Irena (Simcoe), Mary (Acacia)

Agenda and notes:
1. Organizing first data purchase for new program:

· Environics

· Postal Code Conversion File (accompany with training for users)
· Taxfiler - request at 6 digit postal code, how much does suppression influence data?
· ACTION: Mary to find out how many possible postal codes and how many are suppressed to know what the percentage will be. 
· Canadian Business Patterns 
· Only Census tract
· Transunion - useful? Variables?
· ACTION: Mary to request from Transunion examples of ways data are used in communities and how the variables are used
· Custom geographies for census
· ACTION: Ian will circulate file of custom geographies to be requested, as well as some notes and instructions for submitting geographies (such as cost must be incurred by consortia)
· ACTION: Mary to confirm with Amanda that consortia should work with their local reps to create custom geographies and to confirm StatsCan deadlines
2. Process for selecting data to purchase
· The Data Purchase and Access Working Group (DPAWG) is mandated to review the data needs, data availability and accessibility issues and work with Statistics Canada on questions of licensing
· Ways this is done include:

· Review previous data orders (what data should be ordered again?)

· Surveys to users (what data do users need most?)
· Address questions on availability, pricing, and licensing to our Statistics Canada Representative

· Review the traffic on existing data sets

· Review and create an inventory of all possible data and then identify priorities for the group
· Make a recommendation to Leads
· ACTION: Mary to list this procedure on website

3. Moving forward
· Custom cross-tabulations, particularly yearly ages (under 20) and education

· ACTION: DPAWG to review the use of the last orders for cross-tabulations and present them to see what needs to be ordered again

4. Other items
· Will free data be brought into the program to be downloaded?
· Free data will either be brought into the program or there will be directions on how to access data through the program so that users can easily find and access the data in a form they are familiar with

· ACTION: Mary to find out if there is a charge to receiving all free standard tables for input into the community data catalogue, possible to receive them along side custom order

· Bulk of data will come in year two because of availability of custom census data. Note to members that the cost is over five years and different amounts of data are available each year based on our priorities
